
RECONNECT TRANSYLVANIA 2016
PROGRAM SCHEDULE

JUNE 27 - JULY 5, 2016



MONDAY, June 27 – Arrival in Transylvania
Depart late morning by private bus from Debrecen
Professional  tour guide joins group after Borş border crossing

Nagyvárad/Oradea, a.k.a. “Paris on the Körös River”
Nagyvárad is one of the important centers of economic, social and cul-
tural development in Northern Transylvania and a gateway to Central and 
Western Europe. The beginnings of Nagyvárad’s history are tied to the 
Hungarian Kingdom, which in the 11th century began expanding eastward 
into Transylvania. Nagyvárad is often referred to as the City of St. Lász-
ló. The great Hungarian warrior king was canonized in 1192 for his role 
in spreading Christianity in Hungary and making it a nationwide religion. 
In 1474, the city was captured by the Ottomans after a protracted siege. 
Their mostly tolerant policies towards other peoples resulted in the city 
becoming an ethnic mosaic of Hungarians, Romanians, Austrians, Slovaks, 
Hebrews and Turks. Starting in the 16th century, the city grew into an ur-
ban area. Nagyvárad has a belle-époque charm due to its Art Deco, Neo 
Classical, Baroque and Art Nouveau architecture stemming from a rich 
mixture of ethnic and cultural values and heritage. As a thriving commer-
cial and cultural center, Nagyvárad is referred to as the “Little Paris on the 
Körös” by the turn of the 20th century (the Körös being the river that tra-
verses the town).



Visit Bánffy Palace and the Hungarian Protestant Church in Bonchida 

Bonchida (translation: Bonc's bridge) is a village in Kolozs/Cluj County. It is known as the 
home of the largest castle in Transylvania, the Baroque style Bánffy Castle. From the 14th 
century through 1944, the castle was the home of the prominent aristocratic Bánffy family. 
Partly destroyed during World War II and neglected by the communist regime, it is currently 
being restored. In 1990, the castle was declared a historic monument.

Dinner and accommodations in the village of Magyarfenes/Vlaha (ReConnect Transylvania escort joins group)

Magyarfenes is a Hungarian village in Kolozs/Cluj County with a history dating back to the 14th century. Its Roman Catholic church, 
dedicated to the Hungarian king St. László, was built in 1285. The tombstones in the courtyard of the church are inscribed in 
Hungarian. In 2014, a local artist, Bartha Ernő, opened an outdoor sculpture park in the village, displaying monumental hay sculp-
tures. Every year on August 20th, the feast day and public holiday commemorating the founder of the Hungarian state, St. István, 
Magyarfenes villagers host an international folk dance festival.



TUESDAY, June 28 – Kolozsvár, The Treasure City
Walking tour of Kolozsvár/Cluj, 2015 European Youth Capital

Kolozsvár is the unofficial capital of Transylvania. The city is home to the second largest urban Hungarian community in Romania, 
after Marosvásárhely, with an active cultural and academic life. It features a Hungarian state theatre and opera, as well as Hungarian 
research institutions, such as the Transylvanian Museum Association/Erdélyi Múzeumi Egyesület, Transylvanian Hungarian Techni-
cal Society/Erdélyi Magyar Műszaki Tudományos Társaság, and the Bolyai Society/Bolyai Társaság. Kolozsvár houses central offices 

for the Reformed Diocese of Transylvania, the Unitarian Diocese, and an Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church Diocese. Several newspapers and magazines are published in 
Hungarian, and the community also has access to public and private television and 
radio broadcasts in Hungarian. Among the must-see sights are the 14th-century St. 
Michael’s Church, the Franciscan Monastery, the Piarist Churches, Mirror Street (a 
unique architectural accomplishment dating back to the late 1800s), King of Hun-
gary Matthias Corvinus’ place of birth, the Hungarian Reformed Church built by 
Matthias Corvinus in 1486, and the immense, memorable Házsongárdi Cemetery. 
The nickname “Treasure City” was acquired in the late 16th century and refers to 
the wealth amassed by residents, including those in the precious metals trade.
Kolozsvár hosts the country’s largest university, the Babeș-Bolyai University, with its 
famous botanical garden. A historically Hungarian institution, Bolyai University was 
founded by the Hungarian state in the 19th century and named after the renowned 
mathematician János Bolyai. In 1959, the communist regime forcibly merged it with 
the Romanian Babeș University. 



During the communist dictatorship (1945-1989), the 400-year-old Hungarian edu-
cation system was basically dismantled and any education, at any level, was almost 
completely dissolved. After the end of the Ceauşescu dictatorship, tens of thousands 
of ethnic Hungarians in Transylvania demonstrated in 1990, demanding the re- 
establishment of an independent Hungarian-language education system in Romania, 
including the re-establishment of the state-financed Hungarian university.
In 2001, the Romanian Parliament rejected 2 bids submitted back in 1998 by the rep-
resentatives of the Hungarian minority demanding the re-establishment of the Bolyai 
University. In the same year, the Romanian Intelligence Service labelled the intention 
to create a Hungarian university in Romania a threat to national security. Although 
the Romanian Education Act allows for Hungarian departments and faculties within 

existing universi-
ties, it does not 
allow for the cre-
ation of an institution itself financed by the state. In February 
2006, 80 world-renowned academicians—among them 11 No-
bel, Fields and Wolf Laureates—spoke out on behalf of this as-
piration. Their petition, addressed to the Romanian President 
and Prime Minister, as well as to the president of the European 
Commission, remains unanswered.
Today the Hungarian section of the Babeș-Bolyai University 
has 4,874 enrolled students throughout 115 study programs; 
the university is thus the principal institution that educates 
members of the Hungarian minority in Transylvania.



Rest & refreshments at Bulgakov Café 

Panel discussion with leading Hungarian politicians, journalists, artists and startups
Confirmed participants: 

Anna Horváth, Deputy Mayor of the city; 
Lilla Szabó, co-organizer of Kolozsvár Hungarian Days festival; 

Márton Tonk, Deacon of Sapientia - Transylvanian Hungarian University, Kolozsvár campus; 
Zoltán Sipos, blogger, Transparent Transylvania.  

Meet-up with university students at a pub, then dinner at Bulgakov Café                                    
Jazz in the park!

Return to Magyarfenes for overnight



WEDNESDAY, June 29 – Folk Culture and Hiking
Breakfast at B&B, departure to Torda/Turda

With its lustrously colored Habsburg façades and two amazing attractions—the epic Torda Gorge and eerily beautiful Salt Mine—
Torda is a fascinating place to visit. In 2015, Salina Turda was ranked by Business Insider as the most beautiful underground place 
in the world, and is ranked 22nd among the most spectacular tourist destinations in the world.
The little town of Torda is actually the locus of religious free-
dom. In 1568, King John II Sigismund of Hungary issued an edict 
proclaiming that every priest should be able to interpret the 
gospel according to his conscience without the fear of punish-
ment or threats. Thus, the Edict of Torda is widely considered to 
be the first act legislating religious tolerance in Europe. While 
religious wars raged across Christian Europe, in Transylvania 
Roman Catholic, Calvinist, Lutheran and Unitarian clergy had 
legal rights. The Edict helped foster toleration as a notion be-
yond mere political expedience, and helped pave the way for 
the remarkably tolerant rule of the Calvinist Prince Gábor Beth-
len when, for example, Jews in Transylvania were relieved of 
the requirement to wear the Star of David.
Torda was a salt-mining town from the 13th century until 1932, 
when the main mine shut down. A quarter of the town’s resi-
dents are Hungarian.



Torockó/Rimetea: sightseeing, then meeting local artisans at the Ethnographic Museum
Torockó is a township located in Fehér/Alba County. It is composed of two villages, Torockószent-
györgy/Colțești and Torockó/Rimetea. A former mining town, today it is known as the location of 
Székelykő Mountain (literally: “Rock of the Székelys”), where the sun rises and sets twice a day. In 
1999, the village was awarded the Europa Nostra prize by the rapidly growing citizens’ movement to 
safeguard Europe’s cultural and natural heritage. 

Dinner and overnight at B&B in Torockó

Visit the Torda Salt Mines and hike the Turda Gorge (natural reserve)
The salt mine is now a museum and center for halotherapy—with a distinctively modern twist.

More than 1, 000 plant and animal species (some of them rare or endangered, like the wild garlic or 
some species of eagle) live in the Turda Gorge.



THURSDAY, June 30 – Hiking
Breakfast at B&B followed by a 3-hour hike to Székelykő (1,129 m) – spectacular 
vistas

Rest on the terrace of the Király B&B 

Walk to Fort Torockószentgyörgy for incredible views 
The fortress of Torockószentgyörgy is a spectacular ruin in a panoramic landscape, 
just a few kilometers away from Torockó. Built in 1296 by a noble family who 
owned the surrounding villages, the fortress had a clear defensive role during me-
dieval times. Located at an altitude of 1,120 meters, the fortress has a tumultuous 
past: it was partially destroyed during the peasant uprising of 1514 and burned 
down two hundred years later by Austrian armies. Today, you can still see the ruins 
of the oldest tower located on the highest part of the hill and those of a 200- 
meter-tall tower. 

Dinner and overnight at B&B in Torockó



FRIDAY, July 1 – Marosvásárhely and Rural Tourism in 
the Székely Region
Breakfast at B&B then depart for Marosvásárhely/Targu Mures

During the Ceauşescu regime, Marosvásárhely was a “closed 
city.” All ethnic groups other than Romanian were denied res-
idency permits in an effort to dilute the Hungarian majority 
community. In 1990, the city was the scene of bloody clashes 
as a militant anti-minority organization called Vatra Romaneas-
ca incited violence against ethnic Hungarians peacefully assem-
bling to restore the Bolyai Lyceum (a high school founded 400 
years ago) to its pre-Ceauşescu status as a Hungarian teaching 
institution. On March 19, ethnic Romanians, including peas-
ants who arrived by bus from neighboring villages, attacked the 
headquarters of the Hungarian Democratic Alliance, trapping 
60-70 individuals in the building. Numerous calls for assistance 

made to the local police and army went unheeded. Soldiers arrived four hours later, long after the mob had forced its way into and 
ransacked the building. Many Hungarian Democratic Alliance members were injured when—at the urging of the police and sol-
diers, and unprotected by them—they exited the building. One well-known victim of the mob attack was playwright András Sütő, 
who lost an eye in the skirmish. The Hungarian Human Rights Foundation brought him to the United States, where he testified 
before Congress about the atrocities.



Today, Marosvásárhely is a lively multi-cultural city, and with its nearly even distribu-
tion of ethnic Hungarians and Romanians, as well as a sizeable Roma population, the 
city authentically reflects Transylvania’s past and present. Of its many notable sites, 
the Teleki Téka stands out as a historic public library and museum. It was founded by 
Hungarian Count Sámuel Teleki in 1802, at the time when Transylvania was part of 

the Habsburg Monarchy; it has been 
open to the reading public ever since. 
Among the first institutions of its kind 
in the Kingdom of Hungary, the Teleki 
Téka today houses over 200,000 vol-
umes, many rarities, and a compre-
hensive scientific database.

Private viewing of antiquities at Teleki Téka Library; meeting with leadership & stu-
dents of Sapientia University, the private Hungarian-language institution.
Though a private institution, Sapientia University is the Hungarian minority’s 
and the Hungarian government’s answer to the Romanian authorities’ ongoing 
refusal to restore the Bolyai University and address the lack of adequate high-
er-level education in Hungarian. Created in 2001, it has four campuses: Kolozsvár, 
Marosvásárhely, Csíkszereda and Nagyvárad. Each campus has a distinct focus; in 
Nagyvárad, it partnered with the Christian Partium University. Since 2002, Hun-
garians throughout North America have also contributed significant monies and 
talents to making Sapientia University a state-of-the-art institution. The Hungarian 
Human Rights Foundation has been entrusted to develop the university’s interna-
tional contacts. 



Walk around the saltwater Medve (Bear) Lake in the resort town of Szováta

The first mention of Szováta dates back to 1578. Surrounded by salty lakes, lush vegetation, unspoiled wild forests and warm 
waters, the village became increasingly popular as a health resort during the end of the 19th and beginning of the 20th century. 
The most popular spot is Medve Lake, enjoying a steady temperature between 30 °C and 40 °C. The name comes from the shape 
of the lake which looks like a bearskin. People have been coming here for the lakes' restorative properties, which is said to cure 
infertility.



On the way to Zetelaka in the Székely Region, stop at Korond (distinctive pottery), the grave of Áron Tamási in Farkaslaka, and the 
Székely Gate Museum in Szejkefürdő 

Korond is one of the most beautiful and wealthy villages in Hargita County. Villagers took to pottery out of the necessity to earn a liv-
ing, given that the land is not suitable for agriculture. The locals’ artistic sensibility is easily noticeable on the beautifully decorated 
homes and fences, but the life and reputation of the village are tightly connected to folk ceramics. Some people in the Székely 
Region believe that traditional Transylvanian dishes like stuffed cabbage leaves are best if they are prepared in a pot from Korond. 
The trademark of Korond pottery is its floral and zoomorphic design adjusted to the local style, like the tulip, the wood grouse, or 
the edelweiss. The best known products are those with a cobalt blue or green background. 



Farkaslaka is the birthplace of the famous author Áron Tamási (1897–1966), 
known for such works as Címeresek and the Ábel trilogy. His grave is located 
between two oaks behind the church; his memorial is the work of father-son 
sculptors Jenő and Tibor Szervátiusz. 

Dinner and overnight at a peasant house in Zetelaka 
Zetelaka is situated at the foot of the Harghita Madaras Mountain, at a height of 
800 m above sea level. Mountain creeks, fresh air, the reservoir and waterfalls make 
Zetelaka a relaxing and peaceful tourist attraction. The site of an annual world famous 
pilgrimage site, the village is also famous for its wooden stooped Székely gates.
This village, and the neighboring Oroszhegy, are sadly also known for the injustices 
they suffered after the 1989 revolution. A total of seven young men who participated 
in the overthrow of communism were sentenced to 15-19 years imprisonment in the 
notorious Szamosújvár/Gherla prison. The amnesty law brought specifically for rev-
olutionary acts was not applied to them, while it was applied to ethnic Romanians.  
HHRF fought to get them released, which they ultimately were in 1994. One took his 
own life, the other died under suspicious circumstances. 



SATURDAY, July 2 – Highlights of the Székely Region
After breakfast, see the best examples of carved Székely gates in Máréfalva 

The village of Máréfalva has an absolute Hungarian (Székely) majority. Máréfalva is home to some 95 beautiful Székely gates, the 
famous engraved and painted wooden gates. These gates in the Udvarhelyszék region differ from those in the ethnographic regions 
of Csíkszék, Kászonszék, Gyergyószék and Háromszék in their rich ornamentation.



Join the fun at the meeting of 1,000 Székely Girls on the hills of Csíksomlyó, a world famous 
pilgrimage site; meet local university students and visit an orphanage run by Franciscan Brother 
Csaba Böjte in the city of Csíkszereda/Miercurea Ciuc.
The Franciscan monastery of Csíksomlyó is the destination of a traditional pilgrimage of Roman 
Catholic Székelys held since 1567, called the "Csíksomlyó Pilgrimage" (Csíksomlyói búcsú). The 
event, held on the Saturday before Pentecost, attracts several hundred thousand people every 
year. This traditional gathering is attended not only by Székely and Csángó Hungarians living 
in the region, but also by a great number of mostly Hungarian Catholics from other parts of 

Transylvania, Hungary, and all over the world. Besides its religious importance, the pilgrimage has also become a demonstration of 
awareness and solidarity of Catholic Hungarians living in and outside the historical region of Transylvania.

Founded during the reign of aforementioned Hungarian King László I (1077–95) around a 
castle that the king built for himself, Csíkszereda quickly developed into a prosperous com-
mercial center and the hub of Székely culture. Between 1876 and 1918, Csíkszereda was 
the seat of Csík County in the historical Székely Region in the Kingdom of Hungary. Székely 
villages lie within easy reach, and the town houses a Székely Museum. 
Due to the city’s Christian roots, there are many spectacular churches. Probably the most 
famous one is the Franciscan Monastery, the construction of which started in the 15th cen-
tury and was rebuilt in the 1800s in a Baroque style. It has a 2,824-pipe organ. However, 
the monastery’s most precious relic is the statue of Mother Mary and Baby Jesus, made of 
lime-wood in the 16th century in a Renaissance style. Another famous church is the Millen-
nium Church, which was built based on the designs of renowned Hungarian architect Imre 
Makovecz.



Drive on to Homoród and drink the distinctive mineral water dubbed “wine water”
Homoród, featuring several mineral water springs (Lobogó, Mária, Csorga, 
Homoradi, Ilona, Fenyves), is a well-known therapeutic resort. Upon entering 
Homoród, on the left side of the road is a church built in 1765 by Count János 
Lázár, in gratitude for the water’s healing effects. 

Walk through downtown Székelyudvarhely, the capital of the Székely Region, 
90% Hungarian-inhabited
Székelyudvarhely, a small yet culturally vibrant town, is home to one of the most 
important intellectual scenes for Transylvanian Hungarians. It has a sizeable the-
ater, the Haaz Rezső Museum (featuring permanent and seasonal exhibits dedi-
cated to Székely village life, Székely arts and crafts, and Transylvanian Hungarian 
painters), a philharmonic orchestra, a local TV studio, and several local newspapers. 
With strong cultural ties to Hungary, the town frequently hosts artists, writers 
and bands from Hungary. The town also features a central park, a large open air 
pool, and several spas. Its main square, flanked by historic public buildings, is 
Márton Áron Square, or as the locals call it: Horseshoe (due to its shape). In the 
small park situated near the Reformed Church, there is a bronze statue of the 
“greatest Székely,” Balázs Orbán (1829-1890). His most important work is the 
six-volume “Description of the Székely Land.”



Drive to Énlaka, a Unitarian village, and meet with Gábor Kolumbán 

Énlaka was probably built on a Roman settlement dating back to 111 BC, its original ancient cultic place being the base for the 
Unitarian church which still stands today. The Unitarian church was most likely built in the second part of the 13th century, in late 
Gothic style. In the church you can see an ancient runic inscription discovered by Balázs Orbán (closest translation: “God is One”).

Return to Zetelaka and help master bread-makers, rope-makers, woodcarvers and farriers with their crafts
Dinner and overnight at the peasant house in Zetelaka

Gábor Kolumbán moved to Énlaka in 2008, when he bought 40 buffa-
loes with Csaba Boros. He “escaped” politics in 2000. Kolumbán sees the 
essence of village life in its nature-friendly lifestyle: “What I seek in the 
countryside is a postmodern way of life. I don’t want to preserve the 
past: I want to find a future that has a smaller ecological footprint. In the 
future, people will be traveling not for entertainment but for learning 
and maintaining their health.” Village tourism is on the rise because of 
originality, knowledge transfer and innovation, because traditions carry 
knowledge. And through traditions, we can learn about the behavioral 
norms of social cooperation and the means of processing natural re-
sources. 
Those who know Hungarian can watch a fascinating 2015 documentary 
film, “The Two Szekelys,” which follows world-renowned physicist László 
Albert Barabási—responsible for network theory—and his mentor Gá-
bor Kolumbán as they tour Transylvania. 
http://eletmod.transindex.ro/?cikk=25274



SUNDAY, July 3 – One-of-a -Kind Sights
Breakfast at the lodging

Browse the Straw Hat Museum in Kőrispatak, then see the first church razed as part of 
Dictator Nicolae 
Ceausescu’s 1988 village destruction plan in Bözödújfalu

Kőrispatak has a 150-year-old tradition of making straw hats and straw ornaments. Today 
the majority of the villagers are familiar with the art. Its unique Straw Hat Museum houses 
the country’s biggest straw hat collection, as well as an amazing rock collection.

The reservoir placed in Bözödújfalu and the steeple sticking out of the water 
are considered symbols of the Ceausescu era’s oppressive and discriminatory 
policies, including his monstrous village destruction. In the autumn of 1989, 
Bözödújfalu was the first casualty in Ceausescu’s plans to destroy villages as part 
of his “industrialization program” to force people into cities and factories and 
concurrently obliterate Hungarian and German communities that had existed 
here for centuries. The iconic Catholic church, which had long pierced the sur-
face of the water, gradually decayed, until its steeple finally collapsed on June 
29, 2014. Now only the edge of a wall remains visible above water.



Tour the medieval fortress town of Segesvár/Sighisoara, a UNESCO World Heritage Site 
With cobbled streets, colorful buildings, and a pedestrian-friendly Old Town, it’s difficult not to fall in love with
Segesvár. The town’s history dates back to the 12th century, when German craftsmen and merchants were invited to Transylvania 
by the King of Hungary to settle and defend the frontier of his realm. Later on, the city was the setting for George Rákóczi I's elec-
tion as Prince of Transylvania and King of Hungary in 1631. Considered to be the most beautiful citadel in Europe with its authentic 
medieval architecture, Segesvár is one of the few fortified towns that are still inhabited. The town is made up of two parts. The 
medieval stronghold was built on top of a hill and is known as the "Citadel." The lower town lies in the valley of the Küküllő/Târnava 
Mare River. The houses inside the Citadel show the main features of a craftsmen's town. Each July, a Medieval Festival takes place 
in the Old Town.

Arrive at Magyarfenes for dinner and overnight at the B&B



MONDAY, July 4 – Kalotaszeg Region on the way to 
Budapest 
Breakfast and departure from Magyarfenes to Budapest (ReConnect Transylvania escort departs)
Stop at the village of Körösfő in the heart of the Kalotaszeg ethnographic region; see the Hungarian Protestant Church and local 
artisans display their wares; continue on to Bánffyhunyad   

Kalotaszeg is a well-known cultural region of Transylvania located east of the mountain range that separates the Transylvanian 
Basin from the Hungarian Great Plain. Once part of the former Kingdom of Hungary, Kalotaszeg comprises around forty villages 
populated mostly by Reformed Presbyterian Hungarians. Since the 19th century, these villages have flourished in their varied 
expressions of regional folk culture, including traditions of music, dance, dress, embroidery, woodcarving, painted furniture, and 
many others. Despite modernization in the 20th and 21st centuries, Kalotaszeg 
residents have carefully preserved many of their local traditions. For instance, 
there are several active folk bands comprised of famous musical families; children 
learn dances in regularly held dance classes and camps; the Reformed Church en-
courages people to wear folk costumes for feasts and communal celebrations; and 
some houses still proudly maintain a “clean room” filled with traditional furniture 
crafted by local master woodcarvers. Maintaining traditions is an important part 
of the community’s identity. The region’s music and dance have been thoroughly 
 documented and collected since the early 20th century, most notably by Béla 
Bartók and Zoltán Kodály. And today the distinctive style of the Kalotaszeg region 
continues to be an important national symbol of Hungarian folk art.



Körösfő is situated near the source of the Körös Rapid at the foot of the 747-meter-tall Riszeg Hill in the Kalotaszeg region. The 
settlement was first mentioned in 1276, but became a village during the 16th century Reformation, when 38 families broke away 
and founded a new community. Perhaps the most important branch of Kalotaszeg folk art are the Calvinist churches, with detailed 
painted interiors that came into fashion in the 17–18th centuries. The village’s Reformed church contains typical Körösfő motifs 
with panelled ceilings and richly embroidered church textiles. Built in 1764 on top of a hill, the church got its new form of a steep 
steeple and wood-shingled roof in 1883. The church has a priceless historical relic, a Turkish carpet from 1660, a gift from George 
Rákóczi II, who gave it in gratitude to those who nursed him after a lost battle. 

Stop in Nagyvárad to drop off the tour guide and continue on to Budapest
Arrive at Hostel Budapest Center in late afternoon

              
                          

                                       



TUESDAY, July  5 – Departure from Budapest
Breakfast, then check out of hostel



ReConnect Transylvania


